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.old us that it resulted from the fact that with the ma-

joritv abided the physical power. That gentleman
ought to have remembered that man possesses not only
physical but moral powers. A horse i« stronger than

ten men united, and yet ono man will subdue fifty
horses. It is a problem yet to be decidcd iu future con¬

victs, whether majorities or minorities shall prevail.
"The battle is not always to the strong, nor the race to

the swift." Let the past decide for itself. I refer the

gentleman to the fields of Marengo, Austerlitz and
Waterloo.to l'alo Alto. La Painia, and Bu*'J:a Vista.
Let them tell how often the \ ictory has enured to the
majority.how often the triumphs of the field have been
borne off by a minority.

But another gentleman refers us to the fir>t clause 01

the first section of the bill of rights, and claims that a.-

though the principle is no', positively asserted in th:,t
clause, its inference is palpable! Let us try it. .*i»

the best way of doing so is to place the proposition swlc

by side wiu the inference, and see if they agree, lhus.}
" That all nv a f;re by nature equally tree and jncit-:
pendent".cirrollary, therefore, one hundred and tuc
man bping a majority have an indubitable right to
eiv. one hundred men. Is there the slightest consisten¬

cy or coherence here? It is enough to »tatc tnc propo¬
sition. and its utter tutility i» apparent.
Then the second section of the bill is referred to with

tin- hope of deriving the power from that. But test it
bv the same unerring experiment, and how the delu¬
sion vanishes. I quote it: That all power is ves!

'

and consequently derived from the people. Corrollary.
therefore, a little nu.re than one half of the voters of
the Commonwealth, (not one tenth of the people,) have
the right to govern all the balance of the people. V- hy,
the inference is preposterous ! If you now held those
two clauses of the bill of rights in your hand a* propo¬
sitions before this body, and 1 should rise from my seat
r>nr. oropose as amendments these inferences which
gentlemen have so violently deduced from them, you
would bring your hammer upon the table, and pro-
r.ounce them out of order. You would declare them
liot o:ilv inconsistent and incoherent, but absurd, para¬
doxical".at war with the very propositions with which
they purport to agree.
What ntvxt J Why. failing to find the power sought in

the first and second'sections of the bill, gentlemen are

driven to the third section; and there we arc told it is
manifest, unmistakable.

I shall presently introduce a criticism, which is not en¬

tirely original with myself, upon this section, and which
I humbly but honestly believe presents the only true

and reasonable exposition of the sense in which it was
understood by its framers. If, engrafting upon it the
constitution "of 177(1, they gave it the construction!
which some gentlemen claim for it in this committee,
how false the position in which their names and fame
now stand before th» country! I quote the section:

»« That governnu " is, or ought to be, instituted for
the common beiK ' protection, and security of the
people, nation, or community. Of all the various
modes and forms of government, that is best which i-
capable of producing the greatc.-t degree of happiness
and safety, and is most effectually secured against the
danger of mal-admiiiistration : and that when any gov¬
ernment shall be found inadequate or contrary to* these
purposes, a majority of the community hath an indubi¬
table, unalienable, ami indefeasible right to reform,
alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged
most conducive to the public weal."
Here it vrili be perceived that a majority of the com¬

munity have the right to alter, amend, abolish, &c.,
ti.c.. in such manner as shall be judged most conducive
to the public weal. And I now ask, what is the m® 1:1-

ing of this phtase public weal, as it stands in juxtapo¬
sition with the word community? No one will contend
that i: implies any thing more or less than the word
commonwealth, divested of its technicality.the com
monv ..¦iVh or aggregate wealth and good of the pub¬
lic.which is of like import with the word republic,
from the Roman phrase ret publica.the public things
or riches. The judgment of the community is limited,
then, in the exercise of this power, to the public weal.
They can only alter, amend, &.c\, in such manner as
shall conduce"to that great end.
And now, wl at is tne meaning of the word commi;-

nity, as it stands in connection with the phrase public
weal ? Does it imply simply persons, or does it convey
a complex idea? Undoubtedly the latter. Let me il-
lustratc : Suppose I should take you down to yonder
shore, and ask you what constituted a river.would .'
you : me the banks? No. The bed? No. The j
v-atei; v ? . you might have seas, straits, gulfs,
oceans.tains of the great deep might be
broKcn up.-'.hs earth itself might be submerged.and
yet with al! you might no: have a river. You must
!:avi; bank®. a, water, mouth, and source ; and these
'. inherent properties, if 1 may -jo call them, proper!v
disposed, constitute the unit we call a river. And thus
it is with a community. It consists of persons with al!
Me rights which are inherent in them, and of which,
when they enter into society, they cannot -ightfully be !
deprived, and of which they cannot depri'v posterity,
The first section of your bill of rights impt s*s the lin:-
nations aad restrictions by which these t ig its are to be
guarded a;id protected. I quote it: -'All men are by
nature equally free and independent, :-iul iiave certain
inherent rights of which, when they enter into a stat-:-'
ol society, they cannot by au> compact deprive or di¬
rest their posterity, namely : the enjoyment of life an.i
liberty, with the means of aeqnhing and posses'ir.^ i
property and pursuing and obtav:in£ happiness and
safety."' These are the inherent rights which pertain i
10 persons, which go with th^m wherever they go. No
government can be rightfully established or amended.'
no compact can be rightfully formed by any majority. j
great or small, which has not for its basis all the per- j
sonai rights to which this section of your bill refers.
iil'e, liberty, happiness, safety.the means of acquiri: :-.
and possessing property. These constitute the gre:.s
community of interests which unite and bind together
*co.ety, and to them your constitution must be adopted, .

or you h: ve not, and cannot, in the nature of things,!have a well-">r^anized and permanent government.
Permit ini to submit a question here : Will gentle-;

men still maiutain that the community can have happi-!
ne«s, liberty, safety, and the means of acquiring and
pc« .easing property, with the loss of the power which
11 to regula'.e and protect these rights ; with the trans¬
fer of this power to a majority of numbers, whose it-
terest it might be so to rule as to oppress them? And
will they, in view of the picture which the world an.-!
till its history pre-ents, ask us to trust them wit';
:i power, when every section of your constitution is de¬
signed to be a recorded sentiment of distrust? No: 1
would as soon trust the west as the east: but I will
trust none with a power which might be seduced by in-1
terest or provoked by any passion which rr ides in the
jiuiuau acj.i l, 10 impair or uesiroy ray noeriy.
Suppose that the two great districts of "our State,

which are separated upon this question, were separate->nd distinct governments, and the proposition wcr*
now submitted, for the first time, to unite them undrr
one government.would not eastern Virginia have l
ri-»ht to approach the subject as he now does? Woui-.
bhc not say to the west, as .^iie now does, we cam:';-
and will not enter into a compact which must yield c;
to number alone, the power over rights aud in tercet,
which must bear the burden of that union in the pr -

portion of two to one ; which must surrender the pre:-:lover of government into hands which may ; - p. rc?s
ively, and yet not feel the oppression themselves ? i

ther« a man in the cast who would not resist such
union at all hazards, and for all time, until the right-and interests, at stake were secured, amply and permn
nently, against all "dangerof mal-administration" !.;.the government' I think not one. And arc we to !¦.
told that the question assumes a different aspect bo
sause we are now united? No; the principle appli
with the same force as if the question were original.
The warning voice of the lamented Randolph still lin¬
gers in my ears. In the convention of 1829-'3U, he de¬
clared, in that stv.'e which was peculiar to himscll
alone : " I will give my whole estate to any man i"
Virginia, and make him a deed for it, and put him
possession, if he will only secure me in the payment«»:
such taxes as I may choose, from time to time, to as.
sess upon it. It is true, our western brethren do u<>5

propose to come down here and take possession of our
estates .. but thev do propose to stand yonder in the
common highway, the capilol of the commonwealth, Jwith the power to tax us to their hearts' content, and jspend the money as they please." I quote froi-i
memory. "Not thu precisc language, but the sentiment.

Oar lYicnds of the west are not blind to tho danger^
wnich threatc-n the east, and thev meet our fears with
guaranties. I believo they we offered in fiuceri*. v, but
what are they worth ? I will not call them " paper guar¬
anties in The original sense of the phrase it would be
insulting. 1 desigu to discuss this subject in a propei
spirit, and to cast no imputations upon any quarter
But what are they worth ? They are utterly valueless,
and I will prove it. The principles avowed arc at war!
with the proffered guaranties, and whenever a war h
raging in the bosom of a majority between principle on i
the one side and guaranties or pledges on the other, it is-:
a compliment to the majority to presume that the con¬
flict will bo a short one, and that the guaranties will
come off second best in the battle.

Look at the guaranties giveu to Irelaud in the act e*

tahlishing the union of that unfortunate people will:
England. How have they resulted ? They were in
tended for the protection of the former, but they havt
inured to the benefit of the latter. No commercial re¬
striction were to bo imposed on Irelaud which should
not also be i<r.posed on England. The government be¬
comes itivolv - i in a war with Trance and America.!
her troops are on both continent.her ship* are neat-
tered over the jr I occ:m.provisions sire iu demand,
tcarce and denr. ».nd the treasury nearly empty.hertroop? and sailors must be fed, and provisions must brprocured as cheap as possible. Ireland exports a vast!
amount of beef and pork to England. An ac: of Par-!

t» '>r-*ve -t t'lis esp">rta'.ion oper.itin'.- equal'v (;.» .r -nriu"; n!c furpius provisions of I claaj to!
Lor ov\ * iii,iri;.a, where there is no tieinand for :l-em,andthe government agents and contractors procure them at
their own price. Where's the guarantee ? It is on pa-'r-p, but no where else. The cry in England ia. th»

on! the Union ! Th« watchword in Ireland is,

R®pOnl! Repeal! All Ireland looks forward from j'P1'
riolated guaranties to the consummation «-f I'!«. ':l~l

sentiment of ber martyred Emmet t :

"When my country frhall take her. t and a:;; 'ag nn"

tions of the earth, then, and in t till il..a, I< : mv epitaph
he written."

Pledge.® agaiu?t principle p.re worthless. !' I1,1

our western frieudi right, I would a.k for ii"!'1'"
lieving them to ho wrong I'll accept of i»«.»!« :i " }'

htitute for principle.
Hut gentlemen sny we are for a minority gm-ermnr'.it.

Xot so.. When, a day or Iavo ago, ! !;«. .».' «. *- .*» ..

member say, - I will not tru . t!... : ¦'-?
and when in response to it the a! mem' er ts":a ^ ll-;'
wha declard in emphatic terms. .* i"l n« t :n!"' :hl".
no:itv of the east." I thought, in ti»; i" ',-' u"

mariner, that "land was ju;t ahead. 11 :--.v
Mtioa preci.-e'y. J will tru-t king ni :i'" !

neither i:i tliatof majority nor miner! ;y. im-il my n.'i; -.

are secured. There i* another king. -e v.h-> i- iora-i !-

able auid hateful to persona! dope's :: '.v |'j: >> ',;l1

who is altogether b>veiy in the ey» - republican live

men. That is the king whom i v " a.--i--: t<> crown,

and to whom ] render my allegiance whcaw,r
lie crowned. I mean king ^r:r

rights. emlHidied in a w! .,:itulion. lie :*

»«eri : jI mntoritie. " ^ iioper.-ouation -i iii-

arly lorself. In him the right- "i :.U aiv c -acenti al; ian.!

protected. Guarded I»v tin* m-viv..: <J«. j»;tt:¦ i;.* yovr
government, lie is bevoiid tae re.'.eii < i tii-* !yran' mm:-

inT.-.his power and inllaeiii c P.\t'.i;i 1 !*¦ .. 11 >

to generation. The ino.'i "i to-uav (!:,. ;av

! eeedeti bv otbi.r?, but th«' rignts «'! rjjen jive, :.n i ,:vc

forever. Tliev emanate from she fieri.a I throne i-i

Heaven. You mav crush them for a time, it i- t rue, 1 'tit
i like truth,

"Though cruahcd to earth, they'll ri-e sgaii."
Your constitution m;i.--!-ree,jgnize the giva: jr::s<mi

principle that freemen have certain inherent r;.: oj'

j winch they must not be deprived either by i; .>4iti«-.-
or nr.nori'tio?. That the rights of ea.ii in::!; Maui out

in fair antagonism v.\:V *' <.-«. .f :>t! \i-«- w.»r! I be-i i
Yes, if it were possible to n-v-emH*'
one government on this '.ouiiu.-ut t!>.* ;. ' .ilii,.:;

j of human bei:;g» who inhabit our car!-!. the righ'. <.{'
the ':u!ablest freeman among sh^ui .! ! it,.{ .. iv
a- dear to him as those of all :|.e rv=t ;¦> m, hi.

('rights to ars»rt raid maintain ti»- :!i would !.,- ;

good t!io-«j of the nine htm !ivd and ni!i. :. ;!.
Hon, nine hundrefl aud ninety-nine *!»«»i:.-..?:d. *; !i.? btr
dred and ninety-nil e, to assort and i .aint :::i i!.-ir-
Thi- is the great principle that mi:-:; r.; ;r;!, v ...

souititution and sanctify it '¦* ih«-, ai;

*.i'>ns of the people. This is whist the Creci n ph;!o .: he
! meant when, in reply to the iju< -:ion. v, i... jj;.> 'i,. .i {
i'o:m of government, he s.i .: "That .vlii.ii -. -

au i protects the rights of the hui:.!!>.-[ ei; ' j'r .-

men will never consent to con;mil :!.. ;r i-:. .-:-t!
light.* to t-h-j unbridled will of a ;h«ciu :it a'oiirv,
the f;clio :a oj>po*i'i(#n of a di-e sued mia ri:v.

Ciovernment, un: .s it be foiimied ::i irand or violence,
is a compact which is designed Ij secure ?' i

all. The parties to it are of it. nil otht i-. ; I
women and children, are i:i it. .viai
of all arc secured in the compart, and .! ;;

checks and balances which power ma». .rd :

then comes the great expedient ol'e.-iialii.. v. !,i. '/i!
all freemen, by tiie right of sutih'o.e. u ..

platform, and secures to the niajoriu uiah- .ii.;.
(ion* and restrictions of the eonstiiutio::. i: e

.-hich the government is to lie coudueied.
Cut gentlemen cay they are in pur-!; .f .....

presentative democracy. What f' !!.<¦.. ..

»Vc have heard of the wild and lieentio::-
in Kranct.of the causes of its iacej Hi..; i:'

results. \\ e know it protesseu to i>- a i> :ji-.mm-.i'.y .

numbers. AihI what did i* «?o? l! iir.sl ! r>

pertv. then the lives of its foes, then : !.c- i :.

friend*. It assailed the throne of God and e:ed
! altar of infidelity, with the inscription, !
Death is an eternal sleep.man i>i1 i!-. tV-

(pantheon of history?" It ended in an i
i knew that gentleman don't mean tLS.
mean the recent revolutionary spirit u

throughout that vacillating country wit.'j V.-i f.-ji I'mnty
professions of republicanism. Hear it! Vest. r»; \

shout of vire la JtepuMique, was lot::! :
the drum beat of her armies is heard in the : :*v.
and the bayonets of republicatis are ¦; i: t!;t
bosoms of republican brothers! They : L: ; :;.i
.jf democracy.
What then do they mean? There i* bit! v.avio

reach a pure representative do; ivy, j.
through the general ticket system, iv.. ;-y
iai officer, every representative itsy. ::vi.. t,.
lie elected by all the people in all the eoi;..i - i ..

commonwealth. Does the white basis a}-:.". ,i¦
provide for this'. Does it carry ua i . p;->: --j.
So'. The city of Norfolk is ; , id her .>».. .p i-i
the House of Delegates, by tiio voiea t,i .»i.-
voters, to whom alone he is respond !'.¦* ; ani
cast his vote and influence upon the inter -s ...

tinies of nine hundred and ninety-nine :!: ;>>.( i
in other parts of the commonwealth, wiihott; a -

responsibility to them. It is i;»* e;t!!e .1 pm
seutativc democracy, where not;»singh d-lesa* iv t:3
department of jour government claims t«. i-
tentative of the one hundred thousand!;! j, ?<.1* .he
people upon whose interests he i; lee;,i:t:;
.vhi'.e basis report surrenders the quest i n i:».-if. in
this very phase of county representation, i! -ui/.-
a representation of interests as well u> pL-ison-. t:
re presentation necessarily implies r.-pr sei,? >>, ;

terests. The numerical majority of the win gS;:te.
is never ascertained bv county elections.
And how will gentlemen dispose of the S a;. j;l it

pure representative democracy ¦¦ It can't <. i-.-i j:; .;;;
their principle is legitimate. The Senate i-<Ii-~:--in .!.
a check upon the popular branch. It is creat t > ;u-

prse restraints, when necessary upon the. will <.f num¬
bers. If this be not its object, why have a S» lie j
all? One branch can reflect the popuh.i will
two. And have you not seen the workings of this -v--

temas between the two bodies? Have yo:i no! {;!0
(louse of Delegates with a whig majority, when the
numerical majority iu the state was known !«. demo¬
cratic ? Have you not seen .> i11 which passed the
i!ot>o of Delegates by a .1 a rity of more than thirtv,
r.j."cuii iii iiio Sena:... a.e. ;. member; of the former
House taunting Seuators with an open violation oP tin
t opular will. Yes, and you have heard the :.« :

we are sent here to restrain and restrict, i; necessary,
the popular will. Is this the way you propose to re::«.-h
nurt Vei r:scntativc denioeracv? 'I hi- thing v. i!) nr-T (j,,.
It must not go forth that you arc in favor of :i ; .{!.,. re-
presentative democracy.the democracy «>f ii'iimn. ;tl
majorities, when the plan of organizing iv i;ove:-::;iiciit
on the white basis principle, on it' f ee denies it.

L'rt me in tho connection ask. what complaint* our
western friends bring with them ? lias not their p:>pu-
la'ionre r-'.ased? Arc not their (locks and heal.> more
numerous? Have not their lands appreciated in \ .il .. *

And is not their whole country smilin ; with pr.ispei! v

Do they not boastingiy contrast their prosper!ty witii
tliiit of the east? Whcvc'o liic oppression? ^ 'iv, the
gentleman who now sits before v* )., (;>uf (jicm,.
brier) told u« the. other day, that even upon the r:;i .. i;
of internal improvement, there was but littJo groti'.d il>r
complaint in the west, exccpt in .his ov. 'i imnicdiute ;.<

1;ion of country. I agree with him in tint. The gen¬
tleman iroin llockhridge (Mr. .Monti:.) had mado l:.e
same concession bef:re. In what then, i repeat, con¬
sists this oppression upon the we-; : Why, ;h, juni >r
111 ?mber from Rockbridge (Mr. Lbtum.ii; coiiiplaiueflthat this much degraded country !.?d 1. < j-.c-iieipated
in a fair proportion of the honors of i'.i- 1Jj ;
and the gentleman was pressed so hard ! sid.jeets ..I
..omplnint, that lift gravely anuounecd t<^ ti.-
not enjoyed her fair proportion <.!' eomlris in t" .. peni¬
tentiary. [Laughter.] Well, that is liler tH trn<;.
1 entertain a lively hope (inbadinage) !!.:.; i; .. .jVicid-
on the other side succeed in .securing the white basis,
that then the west will have a full opportunity <.! enjoy¬ing all the benefit* of tiiat most valutthle' titutin'i.
Laughter.] lie also informed u« that the ¦>>.!tr-, -i^ethe Stale had not been l'airiy proportio!ii <! ; > jhc v.-.t.
And in the very next breath the gentleman eonfess-d
that the sing'o county of Augusta, in 1 i* !. ;rict.
had received from t.'ie treasury one and ei V'.-
seven thousand dollars. I had lonp befovi th
the conclusion that old Augusta w;;. :»»i, indeed. Cut
upon the information furnished by the p^atleman
self, I was forced to correct the mistaio-Jand admit,
that so far from being poor. <-he was ;> miliiouarc.
sympathies had often been with hc-r v/iien j stood ;i\
s^de in the House of Delegates, ""here indeed, she '.

often been a beggar. Call upon that faithful oi - i;, )
in the House of Delegates, from the county olWortha!.ni¬
ton, who has stood year by year at the dour of vot'tr
treasury, with all the implements o uofence. uid'a-k
itim for a history of his guard duly. He « II -n Vottthat ever and anon lie has heard the most nn¦<

nppings at the vault, and whenever like :i t'aiihitil sol-
!ier he challenged, " who comes there:'* ti;.. t, >;.
rome back in deep sepulchral tones. poor old \u^us-!a." [Much lamrlitcr.! But I complain not e.f \n:r.,.,.

[ I have been with her frequently. I grudge hi r not
dollar that she has reccivctl. for she ha«gi\ri: > >tv«.T;»i

j most valuable institutions. But let not
i that r»,'ioa cotnc here with complaints «.f ;t i 0f.
patronage from the State, when a single c(u::;,v i-i .;,,-

! district has received so liberally from ?!:.. lr« -.i :i;", oi'ihc
commonwealth.

! .Mr. LETCHER. Tho gentleman seems :> |,:ivc f,.;
go'ten the manner in which a great par! of she
money has been applied. S \ hundred thousnn of ;j
has been applied to the ere tion of asylums for
deaf and dumb and for lunatics, and I think if the
tleman will examine the statistics, he will tint
cm Virginia has a full share in both of the:::. [Laugh-
tor.]

Mr. WATTS. 1 have no doubt a out that. r-illth©,'
money was spent in the county of A ig sta.
There is another complaint I desire in this connexion

to notice. The idea has been thrown out that east-.vn
gentlemen do not sympathise with their brethren of the :

weft. All th: sympathies of my heart are with them.
Why not? I see beaming in their 6ye. the fire of our !

owq intellect.our own blood coursing in their rein*. 1

Th»y art ©up brothers.Virginia is our common mother :

P.ul, why discus? tliis subject villi the west. Tt i« the]
»*>!: «>! v.-hie It i Jit; gentleman front Greenbrier. (Mr.
1'kicu.) spoke, whose roar we mijlit apprt he.'.tl.;
1 do, I confess, apprehend it. It is the ali absorbing,j
*-!! engaging question here, and will bo the .standard, 1

.ear, by which everything else is to be adjusted. This
¦ubjeet has become in this hotly, il not throii^aitul the

stale, what the reform «]<tcsii«>n was in I'ngiand. The
celebrated Mr. Canning, in a spcecli in lhe Home of

Conimons. saitl i< lui«! overrode eery other subject. 11
wa the great panacea for a I! the ills of the both politic,
iit- iiiti'tratcd his meaning t.y t!:.. following anecdote :

A gentleman in London, who had rcccr.llv built a

splendid mansion which he designed to have painted in

a superior stvle, was walking in the suberbs of the city
when his eve was attraeteil by a large sign in front of a

tavern wilii t!ie intake efalion painted in red. Pleas¬
ed with the in-'eunitv of the artist v. iio painted il, he

culled on himi and conducting him to his ncwcstablish-
isicTit, tlesir'-d him tnsr.il his own ta.-te in I he work be¬

fore him. ?.Jhll," said he. "I should like lo hear what

\ot;r genious would s'iir-'es' as a lit subject for the space
on the right t:f Hit: mantel piece. Come, that's a line

place for the exercise of yonr skill. The painter took

its iiis thought? and after some meditation, said. ..! have

il." "Whal is itr" think the very liest think we

eonld j»:. t there would be a little red Iio::.'' \ cry well.

..'IT.ere is a line niche oil the left.what will yon paint
'ia-rv:" The painter wa again ah orbed in thought and

pr -ntlv he agniu said, "I have it. ' '.WhaSN il .*

think the very best thing could put there. is ;t li:-

tle red lion." "Well. there's 'he spacc in front, and

over the mantel. Come, give full play to your genius,
let in have something rare and fanciful."' Again the

o.iinter nut hi* (noughts lo work, and again, after a long
'li'orl to present .something new. he said, "I itatc it.

..What is is ." "Why. I thinlc the very best thing we
¦huid pain! there, would be a littlr red lion."

'j'he red lion embodied the. whole length and breadth
and depth of the painter's art. And this subject of the

has:- sec ilia to embrace within it< *;eopc the whole sci¬

ence of government. .Voicing is to lie done until :t is

di-jiosed of. Anil I say to my friend from (ircenbrier.
i;' lhis lion of a while basis should prevail. 1 tl<> i'tddeed

.:;>prehend the most fearful consequences from hi- roar.

it wiil make tr>t e.iiy eastern Virginia, but this whole

s\tremble.
Mr. l'UICE. Will the gentleman from Xorlolk per¬

mit me !o say that the interpretation which he i- giving
l!i:.l reference of mine is entirely wrong. 1 iutro-

il ieetl it in reply to a remark made by the gentleman
::i l.'j.'iiloitn. (Mr. Javxky.) He haii made an appeal

to ! i . valley friends, and he said that he did not despair
.if their co-operation in Mipport of Ihe »;i\ed basis prin-

fur the reason that the v.e t is growing iiv.st rap-
. a n ! that i;i fifteen or twenty years i majority ot

; .o whole white population of the Slate would be wes!

of the Al'eghanies, and I thought that the idea which
intended :.> imnrc.-s ujion hi-- valley friend was this,

i acrei* a young lion growing up in She west, and utiles-
\ (.';.» in him now, he will roar ere lo:i(*. I w.i- llus-

¦; Iiis idea. That wa all.
Mr. \Y Yl' i'fi. I did not misunderstand the geiille-

:-:."i. I gave if :lit: application myself.
jiut to return to tlie subject. Tile opinions of Mr.

.feiieison have been appealed to. T!i. re was a tl \

uheuthat distinguished statesman had lu! little eon-

:.;de!.xv in this principle of mini!.- r» as the basis of the
.isiaiivo departiin i:t of the gov.-rnmeiit. If vtri wi|,

look to the constitution prepared by him for Virginia
i¦ i iT-:i, which lias so often been referred to in thi* dc-
iiale. you wi.l see iiiat he wa- opposed to the exist-
en f any such principle tr-restrit ted by another

\fter providing a senate a;>d house of delegates, ami
e. aferringiipon them all the legislative juri-.dieiion o|
iat? eo-nniomveaUh, he creates another iiodv with fi;l'
and ¦> enary ptiwer tv supervise the action oV the ie -i-
I iture and to veto any bill thev might pa*s with a fes-
majority than two-thirds of boili branches. The ba-i«
i't t'p; legislature was the voters of the commonwealth,
by com,:ies and senatorial districts. I will now quote
f:c se-'ion to which I allude.

.. 1 i!"g ivern.ir. (who v,m. to be elected for five vearO
twoeoun illorsof stale (who were to lie eh -tod i'orscv-

.J y .' and a judge from each of the superior couris
ot chancery, common law and admiralty, (to he clcctcd
darin? g.od behavior.) shall be a council to revise a!
.-.is which shall have ps-ed both house# ofn«emb!v.

(,,,uneil the governor, when present, shall j>re-
.uie. r.very hill, beiore it becomes a law, shall b,
;.¦.; resented to this coimeit, who si ¦'! have a ri-.-ht to
.i i e its rejection, returning the bill with their a (vie

reason-, in writing, to tl,o hou^e in which it erigi-
u d, who shall proceed to reconsider the -aid hill,
ii ;t if, alter stiej, re-consideration, two-thirds of the
iiOiise shall be of opinion the bill should pass fina'lv.
'..." sball p iss a:.ti send it with the advic- :,:;d r. ,-.n-

I the sail! eoiineil o!'revisiu;; to the tttlier !io". v.: cre-

i.t. il two-thirds also shall be of opiiiioa i; . |
In.a.-y, i: -ni.i ;!iere:'»re become a lav.'. i ,. i(
slia:l not.''

Were »va« a s-cotid senate,sill i*t«- t«o .y.i :;
till-- III" !¦> ill- cic'tcl by P"'¦ '.-I'-ji-j
uin.; the sir »nge»t elements of an > ».! in .. t -|i
wit t!tc power uf con:i*oJiii:vc th ¦". ¦¦ !
Sia'e ii;ion every important tju/sii'Hi wi.ic'i i<r:
brought before ii. Although thin e: -!.. ire was to Im*
¦.lectcd by ilie voters, ."till i! e:-ai were t-» l»t-¦
i'lject to executive an r d. Here, this

principle of numerical imijori'.ir; r-i-t i¦ I. in the most
-olemn form, a re'itikv ». Mr; Je:!»-r-o:i Itiiuseil.
w,great nam- !ri- !>.. i . > often appealed to f> r its

And i'. ca-.ii s be *»>¦ thai lie was driven to|
ra-ort .»v tiic - :. lie -it_. ol protect it / the i:;-i

! prupiTiv . . community against the nia-j
j'iritv in t!n legislative .'...:tarta»c:it,.fl?!»icli his own coa-l
-titution had ereah !..

\i¦ ! now, refer t !;i . cv.-; .ulioii* of those Slate-:
which recognize the principle i>;" numbers.the white]
basis : anil in many, nay, in most ol them, even v.'herei
interests are homogeneous, this veto power mi some
form or other, is brought in to cheek it. That ]> iwer
which can only exist as a feature of monarchy in the]
.iat!<ls of a governor.of aristocracy as disposed «»i by
Mr. Jeliersou.

Permit me to |f>fer for a moment to our federal con-!
slitistii.si. We are told here that it is not a pr« per sub-!
jed of analogy or comparison on this question. !s not
i*M i'v principle of government known to our State eon-1
-t:t ilioti, embraced in that also? Have we a single el¬
ement of power which is not to he found thereAnil
were not .r! 1 the principles we are discussing now, dis-:
ct. ¦¦.ell with unrestricted latitude in the convention'
whirls framed that constitutior . And.as has been well
r--marked bv the gentleman from I'oekbride, (Mr.
M'm-iu .) it is a-, much our constitution a- that of Vir¬
ginia i>. We are a party to the compact.we have!
ratified ii.it is the "supreme lawol the land." 1 re¬

joice that it t>. I am no transcendentalist, but J do be-]
Ireve that the linger of heaven was as manifest in thai
instrument as it was in the creation < !' the great globejitsell. Why not * .More than once hasOod >aid, ..Let.
there be. light, and there was lip!.'."
Look then at tiie constitution which was framed by

rnci! who looked forward front the beginning to al¬
most every event which has sprung up imder it, and tell
iae if this principle of number - is reeogniz; -I i:: any of
its departments. iJocs it pri vail as the basis of the
house of representatives* No. No one pretends tt>
hclievc it. j)ocs it prevail a- the basis of the senate:
that ho ly which controls the popular brunch, and which
by its constitutional independence can ride in the whirl¬
wind of popular excitement, and yet direct the storm?
Xo. Numbers arc wholly unknown to its organization.
Little Delaware with her seventy or eighty thousand in¬
habitants has as much voice in the Senate of the United
States as great New York with her two millions five
hundred thousand population. Little Florida with her
si.\ty or seventy thot:«and souls, ha.-. I he same »oice a-

grcat Pennsylvania, with a population approximating to
io millions. And what is iiji-, but a recognition'of the
great principle that property, local interests, communi¬
ties are regarded in the compact as among the true ele¬
ments of rcprcscnta'ion? Would you i£c this princi¬
ple in the federal constitution.
Then we have this great right of trial by jury, which

i- secured in the federal as well a.s Stale constitution.
What is it but a principle at war w ith numeric*] ma¬

jorities: The jury, which is in miniature the coun¬

try, can render no verdict aflet ting the riciis of proper¬
ly, happiness, life, liberty or safety, without a un.ini-
mons vote. The prisoner at the bar, with eleven to
condemn and one dissentient voice, stands at the thresh¬
old of the constitution, where his rights are secured,
and bids defiance to ail the powers of the government.
Will you change this principle and leave tin* lives, lib¬
erties and property of your citizens to naked majorities?

\gain, your federal constitution cannot he amended
w ithout the consent of three-fourths of all the State com-
nuiiiities. Is there any one here who would change
that feature to a majority in any form. Beware! lie
"are! It i> but recently that we saw that magnificent;
edifice toppling upon its foundations, and nothing saved-
it but the powerful checks and balances furnished by-
these ven principles. It was but the other day that we
saw its towering dome wrapt in a blaze whose glare!
spread consternation throughout the vast circumference
ot this empire. The alarm heil was sound oig in our1
e.irs. and "the southern mother hugged her infant more'
closely toher bosom." Thank tiod! that blaze wasjextinguished, not by the material element of water, biit
by pure and living streams of patriotism, gushing from!
tac hearts ef freemen devoted to its principles. Change
>|.c principle here and you change it there. Change it
'icre, and the prayer of the Hart-rd convention is
granted: Abolitionism is in the ascendant, and your
i hlott is ia ruins.

\ word or two upon the subject of internal improve¬
ment. and 1 have done. I think it has been unncrress-
irily forced into thi* debate. I have no doubt that
!oun! policy in t!ie east will indicate the necessity ol
miting upon s-.;ine general system which shall give satis-

'iion to all. i have no fears as to the interests of the
listrsct from which ! conic, if it be a Virginia system.¦
1 y our lines extend east and west, i:i>tcad ot north
»nd south. Commerce and trade will concentrate at
he ri-ht point, it the channels for reaching it arc f:tr-|lished. \ ou may stop your li'ics here or at Petersburg,!ind with the advantage of water corutn'.tnication which
lature supplies, the way is clear to Norfolk. This ri-
alry between the c:ties of the east i« all wrong. We
re irtends in destiny, and we ought to be friends in

deed. Why, there «.il< Alexandria on the Potomac, |
reaching a region of country t«» which .Norlotk has nev¬

er looked for trade. "I here sits Petersburg un the Ap¬
pomattox, with a &unieicnt trade iu prospect to make
ilier what Cincinnati L; to ^cw Orleans. Here sits

Richmond, with her domes and spires towering above
'the graves of the Pouhatans. The finger of heaven has

pointed out her destiny. ^ he immense water power at

'her feet tells yon she is destined to he the Manchester
'.f the South." Thai river puses here, then leaps the'

fa." i, and pttsties its way to Hampton Roads, that great
lestuarv, where, in the'language of Mr. Jetier-on, the

navies'of the world might ride in safety. Neither Al¬

exandria. nor Petersburg, nor Piichmond can reach an

outlet from our own border to the ocean, but by pass-

ing this noble estuary, 'i'here ails Norfolk v. ill.in henr-

ing oJ oid ocean's roar. 1 here lite cities ot the east

'inlist meet and shal.e band- there commerce, must !.«>:!.

eciitrate, and there we shall invite oar brethren of the

distant west. I have done.
Mr. F U'l.KXKP. I move that the eoinmitlee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose,

And the Convention adjourned until to-morrow. at

jhalf-past ID o'clock, A. M

from thir<//"ii/c <-f a. -.ri. ]
Ml-, miowx. | would be glad to vote for fixing a

j period earlier than the one indicated by the resolution:
j not that I desire to cuI short ihc debate.to limit the

id. bate.but it d jesseem to me thai it has already nearly
'run out, nearly exhausted itself. On yesterday, for the

second lime, d'uring the discu-sion of this .|Uc*tion. the

committee found itself in a condition that no gen-
tleman was prepared to take the floor. I take.it !'<.:.

1 granted, there f -e, that the debate is nearly exhausted,
'is nearly at an cu. . "ml if we adopt the resolution t»

i terminate the debate nvo we. l.s hence, wiP it no!, in

substance, be the same as taKin^ z recess till that pe¬
riod: Will not gentlemen at once leave the city, and
will not there cease to be an interest iu the debate .

'fan any probable good grow out ol a discussion in the
absence of members, who have been almost invited ti;

absent themselves, bv fixing so distant a period as i .vo

weeks henee for a vote so be taken If a shorter period
eould be fixed upon. I think we might reanimate t!¦
debate, if gentlemen wish to speak upon the ipieslio.:.
'tud v.'e might have an animated debate till t!ie dose ol

the discussion. If gcnllemcn could see that theru v a>

i proba'dlity of the debate being brought to a conclusion
in a short time, and they wished to express their opin¬
ions, they would at once embark in the discussion: and

gentlemen would expect, in that event, that a vo«e

would be taken in a short lime, we would thus secure a

full attendance upon their pari.
I admit that the question i> not without ih intricacies:

and while, upon the one hand, I would not sti;!c debate, J
-«:ll, upon the other hand, I am unwilling to commi' j
ja .) act t!i;:l v;ll prolong or iiiineeessari'v «!..!;»v the de- I
'ate. I think it is better to do nothing than to fix so!

j distant a period. A shorter period, in ray opinion,
might ha-ten the conclusion of the. debate.might in- !

jdtiec members at once to embark in the debate.that is.
jiliose who have not yet been heard. I shall vote against
t'iisi resolution, because I believe it will, substantially.
be taking a recess; that in its practical operation, iu its j
practical ctfeet, it will be the same as taking a rece-

until that time. {

Mr. TiliG(>. 1 had but one object iu view in oll'er-
in; the resolution that I have olfered: and that was to

.'.ring men.hers again to their place-here. 1 lene i>o i
:i-:tiisi;!ori in the world to hasten disci:-sion: I have .: > j
idea of bringing it to a conclusion until it i- exhau le !.
yn'il it i- full and complete. If i: takes or.?, or two. or

en v.eeks, I am peril- tiy willing that it should continue
u.i'ii it is fi-ii and complete. T.'*at is the only ohj-rt;»
.ixnig Wednesday as tin time for (be vote to* be t.ik> u.

1 think that it w>.:ild have tin: eiicet of bringing tho-e
members .here who are now absent. If the notice will
be auSFieiejit hy fixing a shorter period, I am willing to
make it so, if gentlemen desire it.
Mr. UliOW.N, (in his seat.) 1 thought the time fixed

was two w-eks hence.
Mr. TRIGG. t t:r nine, in we resolution mat i 01-

fervd as an amendment, was Wednesday next. It would
He j;, the control <>t' liio Convention to extend any cour-

U*»v i!icv may wish, when tlie lime. shall ar;'.ve,to tiio.e
gcnilnticn who may not iiuvw l:e»!n heart!.

Mr. iiROWN. I h:ui not \ a"'! attention l>. the amend¬
ment of my friend from Washington, (Mr. Tkigk.) I
understood the question to lit- upon the tilling of the
blank in the original resolution with two weeks hence;
and inv remark* were made in opposition to that.
Mr."MARTIN, of llenrv. Il seems to me that I he |

resolution of the gentleman from Washington is better
calculated in effect the object antl the purpo.v: desired |
bv the members of this Conventi"': than any oil:*, r pro-
(i",.-;;lion lhat has been submitt. Its « licet will b-: i"

call genticnirm t-> their seats: and, judging from the
courte-v indicated from all quarters >.! the house, i' at

t tiiac the Convention is not in a condition tr> vote

-,i|i hi the question.if gentlemen luive not been heard,
land desire'to bo heard, they will have the opportunity'extended to ihc:n. ::;»! no restriction of the debate!
would Sic the result of adopting this resolution. But it
will bring gentlemen here: and if they are present.il
the discussion is closed, am! it' wc are prepared t<> take

!:. v >te upon ibis subject, it seems to me that this reso¬

lution is better calculated to cllect the object in view
than anv other.
Now," if the resolution of the gentleman front Chester- j

field (Mr. Cox ) is adopted, and two weeks hence is fixed
upon as Ihe time for taking a vote, the object v. ill not i
be fully accomplished. 1 think a remote day ought not
to be proposed: r. nd perhaps Wednesday j1" too early a

day; and i would therefor* suggest to my friend to,
[change, the ti;ae to Friday mr.t; as il is probabia that
absent membws could not be informed of this call upon
jthem io return before that time.

Mr. TRIGG. The only objection ! have to that is,
that it will, in effect, be an invitation to members to re¬

main awav till that time. ;
Mr. MARTIX, of Henry. Well, it is of but little

importance. Tlic spirit of"the resolution of the gentle-
man from Washington, I think, is right. The etfoet ol
it will be to call g- ntlemen back to their seat*. and thus
insure a full attendance in the Convention. It' the gcti-
tlcman from Aeeomae. (Mr. Wisr.,) and other jrentJe-1
Intcn are absent.if it evident liiiit there would be. an

unfair vote upon the subject, 1 would guarantee that no

vole would he taken. 1 think thai, from every point
iview, the wishes ami purposes of all parties will be
better effected by the resolution of the gentleman from
Washington than by any other offered here.
The question being submitted to the Convention, a

<ii\ision was called.
Those in favor of the adoption of the amendment pro¬

posed bv Mr. I bigg having risen in thcil h ats, bclorc
a count was in

.

Mr. SMITH, oi M :*eciibrier, asked if it would be in .

order to submit a motion to 1' the whole sul "ct on the
tabic
The PRESIDENT. As the house arc in the aet of

dividing upon the question, it will not be in order to

submit that motion at this time.
On motion by Mr. TRIGG. the yeas and nays were

ordered upon tlie adoption of liis amendment.
Mr. WHITTLE. I would suggest to my iricnd. from

Washinston the propriety of extending the time for this
i vote to betaken. I have three colleagues, who have
absented themselves, under the impression lliat the de-
hate would not be closed under a fortnight Irom tins
time, and this resolution will take them by surprise. I

i,ope the gentleman will extend the time.

Mr. STEWA RT, of Morgan. I would surest to my
friend from Pittsylvania. (Mr. Wiiitti.e.) fhut perhaps
the best way to accomplish his object will ho to change

| tj!C resolution in such a way as was suggested by the
"entlemnn from Norfolk iMr. "Watts) upon another or-

casion.say that wc will have a vote, if we are ready.
I Laughter.1
'

Mr. VYSOR. Will it be in order, now, to move to

lav this whole subject on the table?
"The PRESIDENT. U will be in order.
Mr. WYSOR. Then T submit that motiou.
On motion of Mr TRIGG, the yeas and nays were

ordered..
The question being taken, there were yeas 'J., nays

GO.as follows:
yEVS Messrs. Armstrong, Bland, Bow-den. Camden,

'Canerton, Carter of Russell, Carter of Loudoun, For-;
ip'ison, Floyd, Fultz, Gaily, Hays, Knote, Letcher.
Lioub'crger. MeCamant, McComas, Neeson, Price, Sey¬
mour. Smith of Jackson, Smith of Greenbrier, Stephen¬
son. Stewart of Morgan, Summers, Van Winkle, and |
U'vsor.27.
y^Vs Messrs. Mason, (President,) Anderson, Arthur,

Banks, Barbour, Reale, Bird of Shenandoah, Bulls,
Bowles, Brown, Chambers. Ohamblisj, Chilton. Con-
v.av. Cox, Douglas, Edwards, Finney, Flood, Fulker-
son, Funua, Garland, M. R. H. (iiir»icu, *_,oodc, Ilill.
Hopkins, Janney, Johnson, Kenney, Eilgorc, Leake,
Ligon, Lvncli, McCandlish, Martin of Marshall, Martin
of "lle'nrv, Meredith, Moore, Morris. Newman, Ridley,
Scott of"Caroline, Scott of Richmond city. Shell, Shot- j
lev, Smith of King and Queen, Southall, S»anard. Stuart jof" Patrick, Tate, Trigg, Turnbull, Wallace, Watts of j
Roar«kc, White, Whittle, Willey, Williams cf Fairfax,
Woolfjlk, and \Vorsham.liO.
So !he intilioii to lay on the table was not agreed to.-
The following gentlemen asked and obtained leave

from ;lie Convention to be excused from votin;;, having
paired off with absent members:

Messrs. Scoggin', Wise, and Blit..
Mr. WHITTLE. I move to amen ! the amen Imeut of

the gentleman from Washington. (Mr. Tuigg.) by insert-
itig "to-uiorrow week." My reason for moving thi.-
aiui'tubnent, iJ. that one of my colleagues i- now absent,
f presume niaiiv other gentlemen :ir«- in Ib?a:r,e situa-
tion, au«l canuo't be informed <>f tlv passage of the reso¬

lution, so f>on a^ the day iixci '.u that resolution. It'
will take them by surprise. I therefore hope the day i
will not e rixe'd at so early a period as Wednesday
next.

Mr. ANDERSON. 1 will remark that one of th gen
:cu's colleagues lias paired off with another mem ber

aaJ if this is the one to whom the gentleman alludes, I
imagine the resolution will cause no great surj-riv-. as

far as he is concernc'l.
The question was then taken oo the amendment of rh

gentleman from Pittsylvania, (Mr. Wmmr.) to th* J

amendment of the gentleman from "Wellington. (Mr.
Tuk.c:.) it was reject.-.<!.

Tin'- question then recurred upon t lie amendment of the
gentleman from W ashiugtou (Mr. Iuigg.)

Mr. LYNCH. I understand the object sought to lie
attained bv all, is to secure the attendance of members
when the vote shait be taken tijton the question. I have
heretofore vote i with my west« ni fricinl not t«> fix a day
for taking that vote, i now intend to change my course,

and vote for fixing a dp.y. ili.it i; i< very clear that Wed¬
nesday next does not ailow sul'lcient time for gentlemen
who tire absent to get here. With a view of attaining
that object, therefore. move to strike out from that
resolution tii- word '.from," m that it shall rer..i "alter

VVediu":duv next," instead of "from and after Wednes¬
day next."

Mr. TRIGG. I have no (objection to that, mid will
accept it.

Mr. RIDLEY. [ simply dedro to say to the gentlc-
snaii from Washington. (Mr. Tiiim;. i ;hat mv lolli-ague.
!Mr. Mt imcss.) who has been constant in hi< attendance

the silting of this Convention, and v.ho made an

e!<H"|U«!it fpei'i'h a fi w evenings ago. iH now. (or t!s. first
time, absent, am! it will be impossible for him to get
here by Wednesday next. If the gentleman will so

mo !iu h:s resolution as t'» r»-ad "on Friday next,'* in*
»t.."i I <>l " W ,-,in,.<i|.|v next,"' ( will vote I"" il.
A M'-.MUER. That nm<-ndiucut has already been;

v&t d down.
Mr. II!DLEY. Then [ move to insert "Thursday
Mr. LY.VCII. I am willing t«. ace. pt, that ameti 1-

Uh'ni if th- gmtl-nuMi wWie- it.
The IM'DSJDENT. The g.-nt!em:in cannot accept ii><

amendment. The Chair undei>ra:ids the geutlem.in
from Washington. I Mr. I'moo.) to hav. accepted the
amen imen: of the gentleman fr«»m Campbell, (Mr.
i.vxrii.) The gentleman from Campbell, therefore has
no proportion before the Committee.
Mr. TRIGC. I desire to now whether any gentle-;

man i-accepting an amendment to my resolution.
Mr. LYNCH. I was not aware that the gentleman

lro:n Wa-hiiigtoii had accepts I mv amen imeut.
Mr. TillOf;. Ididacptit.

'

Mr. LYNCH, f now move to strike out "Werhies-
day,' and insert " Thur-day." My only object is to give
the colleague of tile g< ntlein in (Ml Hcrnk.-s > a., opj.or-
tunity to vote upon this question. I hope my friend
from Washington will accept the amendment. it i- but
one day longer than In- ha- provided for in his resolu¬
tion, vet it will accomplish al! we desire.

Mr. WISH. 1 will again notify gentlemen that 1 can¬

not be here before probably a week after Thursday next.
! do n.'t know that it i- a matur of any great import-
a ice whether I vote upon the question, in committee.
>r not. Hut it will be impossible for me to be here be-
lore next Wednesday or Thur-day week, and I under
-t.md tliis will lie the case \\ ith several other gentle
.iien. I think, therefore, we ha I better fix a day not

earlier than that time.
Tiie I'RESIDEN !'. The Chair will remark that the

.ri^inal resoluti' u lias a blank, fixing the day. It will
e in order to till thai blank, if gentlemen wish it.
Mr. WISE. Then I move to perfect the original pro ,

'.¦Mriun, before the question U taken on the amend
meat.

Several MEMBERS. Agreed! Agreed!
Mr. WISE. I move to iill the blanks in the resolu- n

tioa of the getitleni isi from Chesterfield. wi'li (he words
" Fri lay, the l>th," so tlr.it the resolution will read a-

follows: j
/.'rsohr l. "That the debate on the question now pend-

i <g be.'oro th- Convention, in Committee of the Whole.
on the basis of representation, .-hail close on Kiday, the
18th tla\ of April, at I o'clock." t

Mr. LONBERGER. From what 1 have heard upon
all .- ides, the probability is very strong that the C.mven
;ion will not come to a vote upon thi- question before
t!ie time indicated l>y tiie geutleuian from Ace-.-mac,
(Mr. Wise.) ,\ow, in my opinion, it should be made a J
matter of close calculation, and it should be our object,
to give all the members of the Convention mi opportu-
nity of being here when that vole Mian lie taken. < mi

this account, 1 think we should endeavor to ascertain,
as luar as possible, when the vote will actually take
place. if we fix :i day a- early sis that indicated by th«
.call email from Washington, when the lime arrives
members finding that a number of gentlemen vet ibsign
speaking on both side-, will go «>;F aurain, wiili the !». >»

thai they may do So. and yet return I) lore the vote i-
taken. Well, during Ihe p: ogress of the matter, the
lime arrive* when we might take a vote, but we find, a-

before, tiiat members are absent. They do not wish to

press tlw vote, and it is again delayed. Now. I pre¬
sume if we v.vre to make flu- calculation as to tin- prob¬
able time when this qiie-:iou wilt be brought to .1 vote,
the result would mo-i probably b.-about tie' time the
gentleman I'rotn Accomas lei- indicated. in l.is resolu¬
tion. I am i:i favor of ti\i:;_r a day about a> far distant
as the gentleman fro*n Ac <>:i:ac has in ijeated; and !..
it lie Uliders'ooil. that gentlemen who wipl» lo go t"
t!ie:r fe>m .- to a:tea:i to b.:. i::v-¦. :.:i >lo so under-tand
ingJv ; and those wiio are a; h<>me. may know preii- elv
lite time when the vol.- ; be taken, and :di will be
here, if the vote is not taken on the day specified, it
will be at no distant period, and gentlemen could not be
excused for not being here upon tliat day. If there were

-.ill gentlemen who wished to sp.-ak upon the propo-i
lion, I p.'eiuine the vote would not be pressed: but if a
day were lived for taking the vote. I think ii would in¬
sure us a full house. 1 hope, therefore, gentlemen will
not have delicate feelings in fixing :i Jay, for fear i:
may look like culling short debate, ll may have ihar
appearance; but, in my opinion, it will only have the
effect of getting all ni'-iuber.s together when w<-

Come to take til" Vole. 1 h.'po the resolution will lie
tidoj)ted.

.Mr. HAI'TIX, of Marskall. I am v. ryloth to say a

single word, for fear of prolonging this discussion ; but
1 think we might as well li.v the day now, as to spend
two or three day.; more in discussing it. I am opposed,
and have been from the very first, to choking oil' the
discussion ; but 1 a:n eipiallv opposed to choking it on.

[Laughter.) We ..ave. upon two occasions, come t" a

dead stand, no gentleman being disposed to take the
tloor. 0:t one occasion a vote was taken, upon the call
of eastern members. If there had then been a lull house,
the ipie-tioii Would have been decided; but it was no;

full, and the question was waived. Yesterday we came

i'i a similar pause. Nogontleinan was prepared to take
thft fiimr. Now. if we lis a day to take the vote upon
the question, an 1 come to a similar pause, what are we

to dor We must sit au i look at each other, without
doing anything, because lie; day in the future i> fixed
for taking the vote. I am willing to take the vote as

soon i'.s gentlemen are satisfied with discussion. 1 am
for taking it on the first uccasio.i on which gentlemen
manifest a ilisposition not to discuss it further.

1 am in favor of the resolution of the gentleman from
Washington, Tumi; ) t',-it, from and after such a

day.next Wednesday is the time designated.that we

will not wait for absent members to coiue. If no one

^resent seems disposed to take the tloor. to continue the
discus-ion further, we will proceed to take the vote

This will reiieve us from ail responsibility of protracting
the discus-ion, merely for the purpose of permitting ab¬
sent members.who have not been here -ince the coin

mencement of the discussion.to come from different
portions of the State. I think we had better fettle this
question at once. 1 will therefore most cheerfully vote

for the resolution of the gentleman from Washington.
Mr. FKKUU.SOX. 1 have at all times been willing to

fix a period at which the vote on this question should
be taken. I should have voted for the proposition the
other day. but for the remarks of the gentleman wiio
moved it. In alluding to the discussion, he thought
proper to characterize it a- idle, nonsensical, and use¬

less. At that time 1 had nut addressed this committee,
and now that I have, in part, sai 1 what I intended to

say, I am still willing to tlx a day for terminating this
debate: but I want to give gentlemen ample opportu¬
nity for discussion, and i am inclined to think the prop
osition had better be modified so as to fix the day at

least two weeks hence. But if gentlemen intend to

adopt the proposition .-o as to give them an opportunity
to leave here and not attend to th; discussion, 1. for
one. give them r.eflce. that they will n:i-s their object.
The very first time we are here without a quorum, if
nobody else does it, I will move a call of the House.
If gentlemen do not know what n call of the ou«e

means, they had better ascertain; fori now give notice
that if they fix a day for taking this vote, for the nur-

pose of going home, they do it at the peril of n call of
the House.
The question was then taken on the amendment of

the gentleman from Acconiac to the original resolution
of Mr. Cox.

It was agreed to.
The question tiieu rccurnd <>u the substitute pro¬

pose! by Mr. Trigg, as modified. a? follows:
" Jtrso/vrrl, That after Wednesday n»st the Conven¬

tion will not. postpone a vote on the questi -n of the
Basis of Representation, now pending i:i Coi mittee of
the Whole, on account of the absence of mem .eis."

The yeas an.! nays were ordered.
The question was then taken on the subMituto of Mr.

Tr and there were.voas 41. nay? '.*, as follows:
Yeas.Messrs. Anderson, Ari;:*ti..ng. Arthur, Banks.

ISland, Bowdcn, Bowks. Brown. (-r <-i Bussed, F::l-
kersoa. Fultz, Gallv. Garland. Goode, Hays. Jiuuter,
Johnson, Kenney. kilgore, Kriote, Lerke. MeCaniam,
Martin of Marshall, Martin of Henry, Mfirris, Neuson,
Newman, Soyiuour, Shell, SheSmith of Jackson,
Smart of Patrick, Summers, Tnte, Trig_c. Turubull. Van
Winkle, Wallace. Watts of Hoaimkc, Willov and Ww-
*!:a:n.41.

Xavs.Messrs. John Mas«n, (Pre.-'t.,) Barbour.
Bea'.e. Bird of Shenandoah. Hosts. Camden, Caperton, Car¬
ter of Loudoun. Chambers, Chambliss. Chilton, Conwuy,
Cox, Douglas, Edward.-, Fenrtivin. Finney. Flood. Fl->yil.
Ft: qua, M. If. H. Garnets, !!ii!, Hopkins. Junnev. Leteh-
er, Ligon, Li'nberger. Lynch. McComas, Meredith
Moore, Price. Ri liev. Scott . f Caroline, Scott of Rich
inood city, Smith >.f King and Queen, Smith of Grec-j
brier. Southall. Stui.ard. Stephenson, Stewart of Mor¬
gan, White. Whittle, Wilila:..5 of Fairfax, Woolfolk and
tVvsor.

£?o the iubjtituie was rejected,

\^5Jhc question then recurred on the resolution of th.>
gentleman from Chesterfield, (Mr. Cox,') as amended.

Mr. ANDERSON. 1 think the adoption of that res¬
olution would be equivalent to an adjournment of two
weeks; and I have no idea that we would have a quorumhere after Tuesday next. A> I understand that a dis-tiuguished gentleman will speak the llr<r of next week,we may be abb* to secure a quorum until that time; hut
wc would not have a quorum until the day for takingthe vote fixed in this resolution. and the consequencewould he, that we will do tiutliitu;; for the reason thathy the adoption of such a resolution, you ifive Rentle-mc;i a:; opportunity nf going home. 1 think this veryreason is Mifiicient t" induce thin Convention t*> vot«down the moti"U. ! ask thai the resolution buuuw laid
upon the table.

Mr. MARTIN, of H-nry. Is it iu order to offer aproposition similar to the otte odcred by the gentlemanfrom Washington. iMr. Tu'.i.o.j that alt* r Thur«dav next
no notice should !» yiveu:
The PRESIDENT. It i- in order to offer a proposi¬tion varying from the one now under Consideration.Mr. MARTIN, of llenry. I will modify the resolu¬tion which 1 was about to .-ubniii. -o thai instead offixing Ti;ur."!av. it .-hall read, "from mid after Fridavnext ,v as follows;
" /''.<¦<>/Tliat after Friday next, the Conventionwill Hot postpone :i vote on :!i,- q:n -tion of the Basis ofRepresentation n >w pending in the Committee of tho\\ l:i !e, on acc< u:it <¦< :he absence of men.hers."
Sue q:t«^tio;i wai then takt *t upon Mr. Martin'samendment, and it was rejected.a count being had.a\e- noes -17.
The question then recurred upon the resolution ofthe »!eniaii from Ohe-terfiehl, iMr.Cox,) as amended,ami the yeas and nays were ordered.
The question being tak<u, there were.veas 51, :uus
a- follows:

Yr.\">..Messrs. John V. .Mason, (Trcs't.,) Barbour,Beaie, Botts. Camden. Carter of Loudoun, Chambers'Chambliss, Chilton, Conway, C« x. Davis, Douglas, Ed'wards, Fergufon. Finn e v. Fiojd, Fuquu, Gaily, Gnrlaud,.M. K. II. Garnett. Goode, Hill. Hopkins, Hunter,Janney. Kilgore. Letcher, Lignu, J.ionberger. Lvnch.McCafidiish. Martin of !l< "'re, Meredith, Moore. M orric^Nc.vinari. Kid!,,y. Scott ¦>; <'.trohn-*. Scott of Richmond
eity. Shetiey. Smith "i King ami i,";o -.i. Soiithall, Stan-
;ird. Wallace, V. atl* o| Norfolk county. Watts of Roan-
>ke. White, Williams of Fairfax, Woolfolk and Wur-.han:.51.
.\avs.Messrs. Anderson. Armstrong, Arthur, Bank;,!!ird . >i Shenandoah, Bland, Bowdcn, Bowles, Brown,"aperton. Carter of Russell, Floyd, Fulkerson, Fultz,lla.'s. Johnson, Ketiney, fvuote, Leake, McCamanf,(le'Cov.ias. Martin of Marshall. .Necon, 1'riee, Seymour,Shell. Smith of Jackson, Smith of Greenbrier, St'ephcn-

on, Stewart of Monran, .Stuart of Patrick, Summers,
fate, 'i'rigg, Turnbuil, Van \S inkle, Wiiiey and
>V s sor.113.
So the resolt:tiou was adopted.

THE BASIS OF REPRESENTATION.
The Convention then resumed the consideration, in

'animittee of the Who!«\ (Mr. Su::*tkv in the Chair,)
if the report the Committee on the Basis auil Appor-
ionmc-t of Representation.
The « ilAiU stated the question to be on the propo-

iti.fii of the 1,-eu'binnn from Fauquier. (Mr. Scon.)
M-. FERG I'SUN resumed his remarks, and without

oneludimr. gave way t>> a motion that the committed
i-e.
The motion was agreed to, f.n I
The Committeo accordingly rose, a!id
The Convent! >:> adjourned until 7j o'clock tbii

veuing.
EVEX1.XG SESSION.

Hi? Convention met at "i o'clock, pursuant to ad-
.»urnme!it.

THE BASIS *'F KEPBESENTATION.
T!ic Convention then resumed the consideration, in

Committee <¦! Use ^noie, <.-ir. in ti:u > nair,) 01
the report <>!' the <". intuit tee ou the Bum* and Appor¬
tionment of Representation.

Mr. FKlllil'Si>N resumed hi.» remarks, and without
<_.<>nc!u liiigave way to a motion tliat the cuiiunitto«
riie;

'IliC motion was aifreed t", and
"i lie committee accordingly rose.
Tho Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock to¬

morrow morning.
&ATUJMA April In".I.

Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Tiio journal of th- preceding day was read and ap¬

proved.
.VFTEr.N'WN si "lii'o.

BIr. BANKS o.Tered tin- following resolution :

I!- xdv' '. That on and after to-day, the aftcrnon se*.

A of the Col ejiti' u shall c .ntneuce at 7, instead of
hall past 7 o'. l.ick.

Mr. riClit.iL'5)"X. I would suggest to my friend
that he n iue hisresolution mi I "from jukIalter to-dav."
I believt that there has been no afternoou session heid
up >n .Saturday.

Mr. BANKS. 1 wi-hod to obviate nil objections that,
might apply t" thu resolution in regard to the Iom of
time, and I therefore offered tho resolution in tho shapein which it is now. II;;! 1 juu very willing to, and wdl
accept, the modification suggested.
The resolution was iiu.ii modified accordingly.
Mr. ANDhRSO.-. i would also suggest another mo i -

ificatioti, to makv it half pa-t 4. iiutead of >1.
MAXV MEMBERS. Make it o'clock.
Mr. AN DERSON. <> o'elock would suit me better.
Mr liANICS. I would be pleased to accept the modi¬

fication were it jn>-sible for ntu to ilo so. Hut iu tho
tir.-t place, it is against my deliberative judgment, and
i:i the next place, I am appealed t>> by mo.it persons
about me to In-Id on to the resolution in its present
-ir.i|io. Hut as a matter of personal courtesy, I would bo
willing to ace ¦; t tho suggestion, could I do so conscien-
tionsly

Mr. ANDERSON. I make no moth n, and will not
pr- ss my suggestion.
The question he-ng then taken, the resolution was

agree 11 ¦>.a count being had.ayes 13, noes yy.
Til:: UCKOV.M. TO Tllli CAI'ITOL.

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that tho house of the
hall of delegates cannot l>e got ready for our use bv
Monday next, in consequence of preparations makingthere for the introduction of gas into the building. 1
therefore offer the following resolution:

/!<solv<<l, That the order adopted a few flays ago, in
relation iu removing the sessions of the Convention to
the hail of the house of delegates, be so chaogci], a« to
substitute .. Wednesday next" for "Monday uext.

That I understand is the earliest day at which the
house of delegates can be got readv for our reception,

li*' «juc.-1i. «:i being theft taken, the resolution was

adopted.
Mr. CA l! 1.U.K. 1 wish to inquire if, without further

action, we vill he oblige-; to meet here this evening J
j'he 1'RESIDiX* . .»1**1* IC'R. (Mr. Shefkkv iu the

chair. The Chair is of opinion that such is tin* case.
Mr. CAllLILE. 1 will ask my friend thou to with¬

draw his motion, in order to allow me to submit a mo¬
tion that when the Convent iou adjourns to-dav,it will
adjourn to meet on Monday next, at l<i o'clock, A. M.

Mr. LETCHER. 1 will withdraw uiv motion, if tho
gentleman from Barbour <Mr. Cajilile; will renew it.

Mr. CARL'LE. I will do so. ur.d 1 now submit the
motion 1 Lave ju-t indicated.
The question being submitted to the Convention, the

motion was agreed to.
THE BASIS OF REPRESENTATION.

'J'lic Convent ion tiicn resumed the consideration in
committee of the whole (Mr. Camden in the chair) of
the report of the committee on the basis of apportion¬
ment of repic-scntation.
The chairman stated the qui *tion to he on the propo¬

sition of t!.e gentleman from Fauquier (Mr. Scott.)
Mr. FKKliUSON resumed and concluded hie remarks.
Mr. CARTER, of Kutsel, then addressed the Conveu-

on nu the pending question. After he had concluded,
Mr. SCOTT of Caroline, obtained the floor,and moved

that the c< mmittee r>«.
Mr. WISE. I hope the couimitte will rise at the re¬

quest of the gentleman, hut before it rinos, I hope ho
will allow me to make some remarks in behalf of a
friend who is absent.

Mr. SCOT T, of Caroline. I withdraw the motion with
pleasure.

Mr. WISE. I will not detain the committee loug. It
is now half past 1.not quite the diauer hour.and I
have got a theme that will occupy but a moment. I
hold in my har. ! a copy of one of the newspapers of this

I city to an article in v. nidi I beg leave to call tho atten¬

tion of the members of this Convention. The power of
the metropolitan pr.-s is a tremendous power, whether
it be wielded for oragaiust jk.ptilur liberty. The power
of the press of this countv may e well denominated th«>
"third estate of the realm." Aud it has become so pow¬
erful in this our d::v as to assume the high prerogative
and province of a dictator; not only of a dicator, but
the province of a Roir.'tn censor and lictor.

I see in t»..- Hichir.ond Whig, ol" this morning,
an editorial headed " Eastern defection. Eastern de¬
fection i repeat it, in ord'*r that it may .-ink deep into
our reflection-". Eastern defection! And that term is
used m reference to an ab-* nt member of this body, of
whom, a.- he i.- absent, 1 may justly and proudly say he
i; one of the purest men that I kuow upon the face of
the earth. That tenn " Eastern detection" is applied to
Tjzr.w:::.i. Tavlub. one of the representative of the Nor¬
folk lii'-iriet irt this body. This term "defection" im-

i plies n moral taint. It implies treason. It implies ter-

giversatioti, and it implies a betrayal of a trust. Aud 1
~av that in either of these senses, in vhatevi r sense it i»

u-'-J, implying the ieast approach to either of these
causes, it is unjust and ungenerous towards an eastern
representative, though pledged to the principles of the

j mixed basis, who proposes to himself, as we are told Mr.
Tatlok does propose to himaeif, to endeavor to comprc-


